FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

"WHEN THE ROAD BENDS…TALES OF A GYPSY CARAVAN" 

BY DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKER JASMINE DELLAL 

WORLD PREMIERES AT THE TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL

NEW YORK, NY (April 27, 2006) - Shot by legendary cinematographer Albert Maysles, WHEN THE ROAD BENDS… documents five Gypsy bands from four countries who unite for the Gypsy Caravan as they take their music around North America for a six-week tour, astounding every audience they meet.  Their musical styles range from flamenco to brass band, Romanian violin to Indian folk. And with humor and soul in their voices, they celebrate the best in Gypsy culture and the diversity of the Romani people in an explosion of song and dance.

As the film follows the amazing performances and behind-the-scenes action from the tour, we discover the real lives of these musicians. We visit Macedonia, Romania, India and Spain, meet their families and see what music brings to their lives. The tales of these characters are woven between their performances –allowing us to understand and celebrate Romani culture and the prejudice of their shared ancestry.

WHEN THE ROAD BENDS... features performances by Macedonian diva and “Queen of the Gypsies” ESMA REDZEPOVA, traditional Indian folk troupe MAHARAJA, Romanian FANFARE CIOCARLIA, the violin wizardry of Romanian group TARAF DE HAIDOUKS and the ANTONIO EL PIPA FLAMENCO ENSEMBLE.  

The sounds of Roma (Gypsy), a culture interminably misunderstood, oppressed and stigmatized, are increasingly heard on the dance floor, and have attracted fans like Johnny Depp, who is in the film.  TIME Magazine declares, "Gypsy music is escaping its 'ghetto' in Romania to become a worldwide sensation."

Tribeca Film Festival's Steven Snyder writes, "Given extraordinary access to a world known by few outsiders, Dellal takes full advantage by reaching out to the community's key players, including a violin virtuoso who also must beg for change in order to keep his family afloat." WHEN THE ROAD BENDS… is a celebration that will leave your toes tapping, your heart pumping and your soul uplifted by a glorious journey that is the Gypsy Caravan.

Directed by Jasmine Dellal, Co-Produced by Sara Porto Nolan

Executive Produced by Wouter Barendrecht, San Fu Maltha and Michael J. Werner

Producer’s Rep and Publicity: Houston King, International Sales Agent: Fortissimo Films

Contact: Producer’s Rep and Publicity - Houston King (213) 925-7535 – houston_king@hotmail.com

TRIBECA DISCOVERY SECTION

***FILMMAKER JASMINE DELLAL AT ALL SCREENING Q&As***

MONDAY, MAY 1, 6:30 PM: WORLD PREMIERE, REGAL CINEMAS BATTERY PARK,

102 NORTH END AVE (AT VESEY ST)

MONDAY, MAY 1, 9:30 PM: (PARTY INFO)

TUESDAY, MAY 2 10:30 AM:  PRESS SCREENING

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 6:30 PM: SCREENING, AMC 68TH AT BROADWAY

***Q&A with cinematographer Albert Maysles to follow***

FRIDAY, MAY 5, 1:15 PM: SCREENING, AMC 312 WEST 34TH

SUNDAY, MAY 7, 4:15PM: SCREENING, AMC 312 WEST 34TH

"You cannot walk straight when the road bends."  - Romani proverb

