FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


SHADOW DISTRIBUTION AND DOCURAMA ACQUIRE THE CROWD-PLEASING MUSIC DOCUMENTARY,

WHEN THE ROAD BENDS...TALES OF A GYPSY CARAVAN
(November 2, 2006) – U.S. and Canadian rights to the Gypsy music documentary, When The Road Bends…Tales of a Gyspy Caravan, by director Jasmine Dellal, have been acquired by theatrical distributor, Shadow Distribution, with independent documentary DVD distributor Docurama, handling DVD and VOD rights. Fortissimo Films is handling international rights, who also financed the film along with the Independent Television Service (ITVS).
“Docurama and Shadow are looking to this film to be a “tentpole release” for both companies.  We plan to open the film theatrically in mid-2007 and Docurama will release the film on DVD after the ITVS premiere” said Ken Eisen, Head of Shadow Distribution.  In 1993, Shadow Distribution theatrically grossed over $1m with Latcho Drom, Tony Gatliff’s documentary on Gypsy music. Most recently, Shadow successfully released Laurent Cantet's Heading South to just shy of $1 million in U.S. box office, and is scheduled to release Philip Haas' The Situation staring Connie Nielson in early February 2007.
WHEN THE ROAD BENDS…made its World Premiere at the Tribeca Fillm Festival and earlier this month won the Audience Award at the Flanders Film Festival.  It was also the Audience Award Runner Up at both the Vancouver and Karlovy Vary Film Festivals. 

WHEN THE ROAD BENDS… director Dellal said, "I am extremely excited about working with both Shadow and Docurama.  They clearly love the films they work on and have the expertise necessary to build formidable markets for them.”

Shot by legendary cinematographer Albert Maysles, WHEN THE ROAD BENDS… features five Romani (Gypsy) bands from four countries who take their music around North America on the World Music Institute's six-week concert tour, selling out shows and astounding every audience they meet. The film features performances by Macedonian diva and “Queen of the Gypsies” ESMA REDZEPOVA, traditional Indian folk troupe MAHARAJA, Romanian FANFARE CIOCARLIA, the violin wizardry of Romanian group TARAF DE HAIDOUKS and the ANTONIO EL PIPA FLAMENCO ENSEMBLE.

Dellal’s debut, the documentary, "American Gypsy: a stranger in everybody's land", won Best Documentary at the San Francisco and Atlanta Film Festivals before airing on PBS’s prestigious POV series.
Eisen and Mark Kashden negotiated on behalf of Shadow and Docurama, respectively.  Houston King and Kjehl Rasmussen represented the film.  Fortissimo Films is handling world-wide rights and is screening at AFM, Sunday, November 5th at 9.00am in the Ocean Screening Room.
www.whentheroadbends.com

For more U.S/Canadian release information about WHEN THE ROAD BENDS…, please contact: Ken Eisen at shadow@prexar.com or 207-872-5111.   For more international release information about the film please

contact: Martin McNamara of dda International Publicity at 44 20 7932 9817 or martin.mcnamara@ddapr.com 
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