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"My grandfather was the big head of a Gypsy clan in New Jersey. Growing up, | spent
most of my time with him, with Gypsy people coming over with various problems," he
says. "We don't go through the American judicial system, never have. They would go to
my grandfather to sort through all the problems. He'd hear both sides of the story and
make a decision. ...It's not legally binding, but as far as they were concerned, this was it.
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"With my type of Romani people, that's what we do. The men help the community with
the laws and stuff, and the women do psychic stuff. ...Non-Gypsy people see it as
sidewalk fortunetelling. We live by it. It's our religion."

Figuring out the origin of traditional Roma ways is the driving force behind Eli's directoral
debut, "Searching for the Fourth Nail," which is now in rough-cut form.

"l wanted to know where the traditions came from. | would ask, "Why, why, why?' And
the only people who would talk to me were activists," he says. "l don't want to talk to
activists. | want to talk to the people these things are happening to."

He came to a conclusion, which has become his motto: "Tradition through oppression.”

"Everything comes from prejudice and persecution, even our traditions," he says.

He gave an example: Gypsy tradition requires that a baby's parents do not attend their
child's baptism. They must be represented by a different couple.

"In Europe for hundreds of years, Gypsies could not baptize their babies. Nice Christian

people would take the child in for baptism and say the baby was theirs," he says, "Is that

tradition, or oppression?

"[Gypsies] refrain from reading and writing to look that up and find that out. That also
happens because Gypsies were enslaved. ... Another tradition through oppression."

Dellal - who met Eli seven years ago at a New York screening of her first film, "American
Gypsy: A Stranger in Everybody's Land," and who is executive producer of "Fourth Nail" -
says this oppression and misunderstanding were the germ of her interest in Roma
culture.
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